University of Dayton Review
Volume 1

Number 2

Article 5

1964

The Challenge of the Modern Metropolis
Mary Jo Huth
University of Dayton

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr

Recommended Citation
Huth, Mary Jo (1964) "The Challenge of the Modern Metropolis," University of Dayton Review: Vol. 1: No. 2,
Article 5.
Available at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/udr/vol1/iss2/5

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
University of Dayton Review by an authorized editor of eCommons. For more information, please contact
mschlangen1@udayton.edu, ecommons@udayton.edu.

Huth: The Challenge of the Modern Metropolis

The Challenge of
the Modern Metropolis
By MARY JO HUTH
The decay of the American city has become one of the most pressing concerns of
our nation. Everyday we hear of a continuing flight from the central city, of explosions into the suburbs, of sprawling supercities, of automobiles crawling through
a nd around the city on roads that strangle it, of a city-based culture that is allegedly
destroying our spiritual life, and of lonely crowds of organization men . But in spite
of all this complaining about the dty 's defects, it is now fashionable for many American intellectuals to express tender concern for the city 's future, to hope that its decay
may be arrested , and to offer plans for its revitalization. It is interesting, however,
to contrast this current attitude toward the city with that which has characterized the
past century and a half of reflection on American city life.
In America, as in Europe, anti-urbanism has not been merely a human response
to the horrors of the Industrial Revolution, but a theorem in a philosophical system
which deprecates artificiality and science, fears technology as the enemy of sensibility,
and regards the city as a place of debased moral standards. 1 Even in the pre-Civil
War period, optimists and pessimists, deists and transcendentalists, empiricists and
idealists, despite their ideological differences, joined forces in an intellectual crusade
against the American city. Ralph Waldo Emerson was the high priest of the movement. Between 1860 and 1900, as the urban population of the United States quad2
rupled while the rural population merely doubled, criticism of the city grew even
more vehement. Literary men like Walt Whitman and Mark Twain complained that
the countryside was being drained of people; that New England farms were being
deserted; and that the elevated railroad, trolley cars, cable cars, subways, telephones
and skyscrapers were bringing in their jarring wake what was then generally referred
to as "American Nervousness."
In the twentieth century, the community spirit and neighborliness so characteristic
of our town and village life in the past has all but vanished as metropolitan areas
and " strip cities " have been produced by the march of Megalopolis from the centers
of cities, through their suburbs , into the countryside, and on to the outskirts of still
other cities. People concentrate in metropolitan areas mainly to find the wide range
of choices offered in kinds of work and ways of living, cultural advantages and
opportunities for increased income. A single supercity extending 600 miles along the
east coast from Boston to the far tip of Fairfax County, Virginia, embraced about
3
40 million people by the year 1960. And this was only one of thirteen such" strip
cities" in the United States, including about 90 million people of 49.8 per cent of the
total population of the nation. 4 No wonder Frank lloyd Wright spoke of the search
for village-scale community as a lost cause in mid-twentieth century America. 5
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The American tradition of anti-urbanism has been perhaps most dramatically represented in recent years by Lewis Mumford. The bases for his complaints about the
city, like those of Frank lloyd Wright, are qUickly located in the literary and philosophical tradition of the nineteenth century. Emerson (1803-1882), for example,
would have agreed with Mumford's persistent attack on a "civilization geared to
expansion by strictly rational and sCientific means, " and with his disparagement of
those who, "being the victims of a quasi-scientific metaphysics, are incapable of interpreting organic processes or of furthering the development of human life." 6
Turning from Mumford's links with the tradition of anti-urbanism that preceded
the Civil War, we also find that he has a kinship with the critics of the gilded city Henry Adams (1838-1918) and Henry James (1843-1916). He cites Adams with
unqualified approval for his prophecies of the "almost automatic" disintegration,
annihilation, and extermination toward which our cities are rushing. 7 In Mumford 's
critidsms of the American metropolis, we also find Adams' nostalgia for the seventeenth and eighteenth century New England town and for its architectural progenitors
in the Middle Ages. Like Henry James, Mumford decries the visual chaos of the
contemporary urban scene, the lack of decorative fountains and monuments, the
senseless motion, and the hundreds of skyscrapers which he regards as "vertical
human filing cases," 8 reflecting a civilization whose purposes "have become progreSSively more empty and trivial, more infantile and primitive, more barbarous
and maSSively irrational." 9 Says Mumford, " no organiC improvement is possible
in the city without a complete reorganization of its functions and processes and a
redistribution of its population in units that favor the more intimate I-Thou relationSipS.
h. ,,10
Is it any wonder, then, that the overwhelming majority of the American people
regard the suburban way of life as the only acceptable goal for all intelligent people?
Though 97 percent of United States population increase between 1950 and 1960 was
in standard metropolitan areas, the major part of this growth occurred in their suburbs, not in their central cities. II And, at present, about 70 percent of all residential
construction is taking place in the suburbs. III A partial explanation for these phenomena is that a very large percentage of suburbanites are young married people whose
fertility is naturally greater than that of the general population. Other important
explanations for the expansion of the suburbs, however, are the scarcity of reasonably-priced residential land in the central cities and many people 's desire to escape
the noise, congestion, air pollUtion, racial minorities, overcrowded schools, parking
problems, slums, crime and other deviant behavior prevalent in the core of most
metropolitan areas. The spectacular growth of the service and trade industries which
cater mostly to the expanding middle-class population living in the suburbs, new
styles of industrial architecture which encourage companies to build outward rather
than upward, and automobiles, trucks and expressways which facilitate mobility
between central cities and outlying districts are still other factors explaining the growth
of suburban areas.
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But the suburban ideal is being questioned, and by increasing numbers of people
at an increasing rate. Life in many suburbs is characterized by the drabness and
monotony of mass-produced housing, the disappearance of topsoil and trees, and the
absence of public improvements. Suburban blight in the form of auto dumps, beer
parlors, and billboards can be seen along many major highways, and some of it
has crept from the roadsides into once pleasant neighborhoods. Those persons who
fled to the suburbs many years ago to find privacy and peace now find th.a t thousands of other people with the same idea have joined them. Because the typical suburb is economically and culturally unbalanced, it is also incapable of prOViding the
variety of social and cultural opportunities traditionally associated with urban living.
Already there are signs of a counter movement on the part of those who dislike the
rigors of suburban self-help and daily commutation. Many more middle and upper
income families who have moved to the suburbs might return to the city if satisfactory
housing and community facilities were prOVided through urban renewal programs.
The antecedents of urban renewal go back to the 1930 's when the public hOUSing
program was instituted to replace slums with decent, safe and sanitary dwellings,
and when city planning was just beginning to acquire the self-consciousness of a
profession. 13 The rationale of urban planning is its potential role in bridging the
gap - as effiCiently as possible - between adjacent stages of the urban growth process, which began with the Industrial Revolution and which has been subsequently
augmented by immigration from abroad and, most recently, by in-migration from
Puerto Rico and the rural south as well as by rising birth rates. While urban planners
generally accept the inevitability of social and cultural change, they seek to anticipate
and direct it in the interest of human welfare and social progress.
America's successes and responsibilities have unfortunately come to be thought of
primarily in their national rather than in their local context. We speak of national
wealth, national production, and national problems. At times we seem to have forgotten that the total achievements of the United States are the sum of its many parts.
And we have not yet fully grasped the fact that the most important of these parts
are the nation 's great urbanized and industrialized areas. They not only account
for the majority of our people, but for most of the goods and services that America
produces. They are the educational and cultural centers of the country, the mainsprings of new thought, and the basic sources of the nation 's strength. Consequently,
it is the metropolis, in all its complexity, that has to be kept modern, that has to be
torn down and rebuilt, that has to be adapted to changing technology, that has to
be redeSigned for better living.
Little progress will be made toward better urban communities, however, until we
decide what we want and express our goals in a way that will arouse the interest
and enthusiasm of city residents. One problem in this respect is the dearth of professional gUidance for draWing up the sort of imaginative plans that are capable
of winning public support. In the past few years the demand for planners has doubled,
along with their salaries, and the shortage has led to a national game of musical
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chairs whereby planning personnel are lured from one city to another. The training
of young people to meet the future demand for planners is one obvious remedy. An
added hope for supplementing the supply of planners in the immediate future lies in
the planning role that is already being filled by executives in business and industry
and by other community leaders. All these people are sharing in the task of building
the city of tomorrow; the planner, at best, can do no more than serve as a referee.
In this connection, Martin Meyerson, head of Harvard University's new Center for
Urban Studies, has observed that a major transition is taking place in the thinking
of American city planners. They are shifting from an elementary view of what a city
ought to be to a pluralistic view, because they are beginning to realize that in every
community there are not only the professional planners who try to see the whole
picture, but the leaders of business and industry, the homebuilders, the road builders,
the redevelopers, and all the other decision-makers whose actions from day to day
alter the face of urban America. The planning job is to see that these various groups
and their aims are reconciled with one another - that we get some sort of coherence
out of the total picture. In a sense, then, professional planners are becoming market
researchers and product designers, rather than people who like to play God.
The "regional city" is what most imaginative people seem to want - a goal which
involves transplanting more of the country into the city and more of the opportunities
for close association into the suburbs. To achieve this objective, the old central city
must be completely changed. Primarily this means a reduction of densities through
the introduction of open space and through better balanced patterns of land use.
The new open type of design will make possible the breaking up of continuous urban
development, the delineation of neighborhoods of manageable size, and the introduction of recreation , rest and relaxation into the noise, dirt and traffic of the present
urban confusion. In the suburbs, too , haphazard sprawl must be replaced by new
patterns of development for community life, lest the vacant country continue to be
devoured indiscriminately for residential and industrial expansion . Federal, state
and local governments all need to engage in extensive land-acquisition programs
in order to prOVide buffer areas of greens pace around cities and to furnish the recreational area that a nation with more and more leisure time will need. Such a program could be carried out in conjunction with the acquisition of land for new highways . From the standpoint of transportation, this would help prevent continuity of
development along highways and thus avoid excessive concentration of traffic loads.
At the center of the regional city we need those things of which only one is required
and more of the things that serve the needs of the entire region. The downtown of
the future should, therefore, concentrate on official, cultural, educational, and recreational facilities - the theater, concert hall, library, university, museum, sports
arena, and the seat of government. There should also be hotels, restaurants, professional offices, banking and finanCial establishments, passenger-transport terminals,
major department stores, and speCialized shops of all kinds. But there should also
be apartments for close-in living and ample space for trees, grass, flowers, benches
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and pedestrians. The need for close-in rental facilities will undoubtedly increase in
the years ahead as a growing proportion of our expanding population will be composed of elderly couples whose children have grown up and moved away and of
young married couples without cllildren. For such people there may be little economic
advantage in owning a house in the suburbs. The restoration of pedestrian rights
in our automotive age might well be the first step toward redesigning the central
city for peopLe. The suburban shopping center, where people are free to move about
on foot without competing with vehicular traffic, might serve as a model in achieving
this objective. By closing off downtown streets and designating whole areas "for
pedestrians only," the suburban shopping center could be transplanted into the city
itself. The extension of this concept to residential neighborhoods would make it possible
for children to walk to school without crossing traffic arteries.
It should come as no surprise, however, that the overwhelming proportion of urban
planning is corrective rather than creative in nature. This is explained by the fact
that rapid and uncoordinated growth of urban agglomerations has produced a vast
Pandora 's Box of problems which must be confined to manageable limits before
new vistas of urban living can even be considered. In addition, the corrective approach reflects the persistence of traditionalistic, nonrational attitudes among urbanites
as opposed to an attraction for new ideas and a scientific orientation to social action.
Representative of this corrective emphasis, the principal focus of urban planning has
always been slum clearance in the blighted area around the city's core. In ilie pioneer
period of urban planning, however, the main emphasis was simply on tearing down
deteriorated buildings and replaCing them with public hOUSing projects on roughly
the same sites. But Witll the federal housing legislation of 1949, 1954, 1959 and 1961,
there was official recognition that slum clearance and public housing are only part of
the urban renewal program, and federal subsidies were also made available for
area redevelopment based on comprehensive regional plans.
The significance of this policy innovation can be appreciated when we realize that
while population migration, the formation of ghettos, deteriorated schools and housing,
neighborhood blight, impossible traffic situations, lack of open space and recreational
facilities are factors generally associated with central cities, they also influence, in one
way or another, entire urban regions. Deterioration of hOUSing and neighborhood
blight in our central cities are accelerated by the fact that the stable families which
once lived iliere have moved to the suburbs, leaving behind a population that cannot
afford the rentals, much less the maintenance expenses, and who, therefore, crowd
the structures far beyond their capacity in order to make ends meet. Lest all the blame
for slums be placed on their present residents, however, it should be taken into consideration that the blighted areas are usually the oldest sections of our metropolitan
areas and were built up long before modern land use standards were adopted. But
there is also contemporary evidence of poor planning in our metropolitan areas in
our indifference to thousands of rural immigrants fleeing from poverty and underemployment. The shock of city congestion, frustrations and diSciplines expresses
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itself in racial tensions, gang warfare, vice, dependency, and family problems which
tax the facilities of government and welfare agencies in our central cities. Responsibility for assimilating this immigrant population into the social and economic life
of the community has not yet been assumed on a scale that can adequately cope with
the problem. Contrariwise, we allow them to come in and live under slum conditions
that provide little or no opportunity for self-realization or for the development of selfrespect.
Once the slums are cleared, however, another practical problem faces urban planners
- the relocation of the families displaced in the process. While it is not always possible, necessary, or desirable, relocation areas are generally situated within a reasonable distance from the neighborhood in which the displaced families previously lived.
Sometimes, however, there are difficulties integrating displaced families into new neighborhoods, especially when racial and/ or social class differences are involved. Neighborhood councils can be quite effective in reducing such tensions and in promoting
harmonious relations between the" old" and " new" residents of an area. Where there
are shortages of low-rent pu blic housing and middle-income rental property, these
facilities must be expanded qUickly lest the population displaced by slum clearance
produce new areas of blight by overcrowding existing accommodations.
Another corrective phase of urban renewal is the rehabilitation of areas that have
become shabby through neglect, though not to the point of constituting slums. Rehabilitation programs aim to prevent the advanced stages of deterioration from setting
in by induCing property owners to undertake moderate repairs and remodeling at
their own expense. While private individuals and civic organizations, such as Civic
Progress, Inc., in Saint Louis and the Greater Baltimore Committee, generally initiate
such programs, in many cities, over the last decade, revised housing codes have
been designed to encourage or require minimum standards of upkeep - e.g., adequate
toilets, window screens, hot water, tubs or showers. As time elapses, however, and
other municipal problems demand attention, enforcement of these codes often becomes
spotty - until such time as public concern is again aroused by the accumulated
abuses and a crusade is staged for the proper application of legal controls.
A relatively new phase of urban renewal which has become increasingly important
is the correction of transportation problems. This is understandable when we realize
that since 1930 the number of motor vehicles has multiplied three times as fast as
the population, that is, from 26.5 million to 71.5 million. 14 It is estimated that by
1975 there will be 100 million cars and trucks in the United States. 15 The three
major objectives of corrective planning in the transportation area are as follows:
1. Increased efficiency of present thoroughfare sy stems by maximizing and speeding
the flow of traffic. This goal is accomplished by such measures as widening streets,
the use of one-way streets in congested downtown areas, restricting or eliminating
on-street parking, and the development or improvement of traffic light systems
on major thoroughfares so that they will adjust electronically to changing patterns
of traffic density.
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2.

The provision of new traffic arteries: Increasingly, city planners are resorting to
the construction of new thoroughfares as alternative routes for auto traffic. These
are the so-called "belt" or "circumferential" parkways, bypasses, expressways,
and freeways which skirt the most congested areas of the city and connect with
major interurban highways. In some instances, however, downtown traffic congestion has been relieved in this manner, but problems of congestion have been
created in other areas. It has also been observed that the routing of freeways has
displaced many businesses and homes, thereby reducing business and property
tax revenues for local governments.
3. More efficient movement of people within the metropolitan area: The daily trek
to and from suburbia by millions of Americans has made commuting by auto
or mass transit facilities inevitable. From the standpoint of effiCiency, however,
rail lines have been found to be superior to any other existing mode of transportation between central cities and their suburbs. While 48,000 persons can be
transported per hour on one rail line, only 6,700 per hour can be moved by bus
and a mere 2,250 by car, for each expressway lane. 16 Increased use of mass
transit facilities would also help to alleviate parking problems in the central business district.
With 70 percent of our metropolitan wage earners employed inside the city and increasing numbers of low-income jobs scattered through the suburbs, transportation
problems must be worked out on a metropolitan basis. Congress has proVided over
100 million dollars in the Housing Act of 1961 to help metropolitan areas bring
order and efficiency to their transportation systems, provided they at least have underway the preparation of a comprehensive metropolitan transportation plan. It is to be
hoped that this federal policy will force the appropriate agencies to make more progress toward providing adequate regional transportation facilities .
New roads will not only proVide for greater ease of movement, but, if well planned
in relation to residential areas, they can greatly enhance housing and living patterns,
consolidating the areas they bound and acting as shields against blighting influences.
On the other hand, a highway that is not carefully located and deSigned with living
requirements in mind can disrupt neighborhoods by thrusting itself between houses
and recreation land or between houses and schools. It can also become a principal
cause of blight by attracting unsightly and disorderly developments along its route.
The bUilding of new expressways will also exert a powerful influence on future patterns
of living and hOUSing in the vacant fringes surrounding the metropolis. There we
run the risk of a further unplanned scattering of population unless the opening up of
new land is accompanied by land-use planning and controls, by adequate provision
for community faCilities, and by road deSigns that use the highway as a framework
for the future community. As the automotive age continues to change the face and
expand the area of the metropolis, it is easy to blame our new mobility for the unsatisfactory conditions of urban life. But transportation history indicates clearly that
mobility will be even greater in the years ahead . The only factor that will remain
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unchanged is the human being. It is for him that we must plan the urban future,
using whatever tools technology offers to help the job along.
The city was, indeed, created to serve man; but in the modern world there is, in a
sense, no "man" for the city to serve, for there are no generally accepted concepts
of the human person. Not only is the idea of" rational " man widely repudiated, but
all definitions of man which assign a supernatural dimension to his nature are regarded with suspicion. One view of man which has been exceedingly popular during
the twentieth century is an outgrowth of the modern passion for scientific success; it is
a view of man dedicated to confidence in human abilities, glorifying the fruits of
rationality while denying reason as a spiritual faculty. This image gives rise to the
cult of the impersonal and the love of objectivity. The severe functionalism of modern
architecture, the efficient regularity of the mechanized business world, and the neuter
mentality sought after in the social sciences are all examples of this extreme and
erroneous" objectivity. "
The immense power and stimulation of revolutionary urbanism has so profoundly
affected the molding of the human person that some observers contend that a " new
man " has arisen in this environment. Max Lerner has described an American type
formed by the urban environment in the following terms:
It has been psychologically hardened by innumerable brief encounters - in
public schools, on subways and buses, in restaurants, in the course of shopping.
It is precocious about money matters and sex, since so many city people grow
up in crowded quarters where few things are concealed from them. It is stoical
in the face of hardship and the man-made catastrophes of economic life. It
economizes time with an almost manic earnestness during the hours of business,
only to waste it with equally manic intensity during the hours of pleasure and
recreation. It lays stress, within limits, on individual traits of personality - on
uniqueness in dress, on sophistication in taste, and on the dramatic impact
that the individual makes in his brief meetings with others. It has replaced fear
with anxiety, and concern about danger from elemental forces with a vague
concern about security, safety, and the opinions of others. 17
The revolutionary city provides conditions under which the human organism not
only lives longer, but achieves fuller growth and development. Moreover, the wealth
of mechanized cities makes possible the support of aged and other incompetent persons on a vast scale. The complexity of the responses required of the organism in
technical-industrial activities, however, produces an amazing taxation of the physical
and chemical system which has further repercussions in the realm of neurology and
psychology. We are indebted to the Protestant theologian, J. V. Langmead Casserley,
for an illuminating analysis of the predominant emotional states in modern urban
life. 18 Casserley points to illusion as one of the most significant of these states. The
urban person lives in the aura of all the fantasies promoted by the vulgar and quasierotic advertising of the technical city; indeed, propaganda, of which advertising is
but one form, has been defined by Harold Lasswell as "the manipulation of significant
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symbols, more often than not unrelated to reality ." 19
Class envies, social climbing and frenetic exhibitionism also give a tone of irascibility to the emotional climate of the city. The antagonism between racial and ethnic
groups and the "total war " fevers of our century also express this mass emotional
agitation. At the same time, however, there exists a tendency toward apathy. The
giantism of the metropolis and the inability of the citizen to comprehend events, owing
to the vicarious quality of his experience and the specialization of labor and social
roles, lead him to adopt an indifferent, defeatist, or cynical attitude, frequently extending to his own personal affairs. This apathy results in a tremendous inertia which
affects such things as community planning and political participation. Thus, an emotional bias against constructive action is maintained in the face of pressing problems,
an attitude which is probably exaggerated due to the great proportion of older people
in the large city .
Finally, the impersonality of life in commercial-industrial centers heightens the paradox of Lon eLin ess amid massed populations. There are even districts in the metropolis
based upon the loneliness of citizens - the skid-rows, red-light districts, bohemian
areas, and bachelor lodgings. Thus, cults of illusion , irascibility, apathy, and loneliness have grown up in our society and have institutionalized emotionalism. As a
result, catharsis and excitation a re indulged in for their own sakes. Lonely hearts
clubs, orgiastic music and dance crazes, movie magazines, syndicated newspaper
columns devoted to the lovelorn, and television spectaculars bring about the federation of these varied emotional themes and make them publicly powerful.
What seems to frustrate rationality a nd retard thought on the part of the urban
masses is the absence of the conditions necessary for intellectual effiCiency. Mass life
must be scheduled and coordinated to be bearable, and tight schedules do not wait
on thought. Moreover, such elementary conditions as silence and stability of life
are often non-existent. Thus, it is characteristic of urban intelLectualism that ideas
are not valued in themselves, but as means to ends. The life of contemplation is not
understood, admired, or considered productive. This is often apparent by the way
in which the fine arts are neglected in the modern city, while huge throngs dote upon
cheap pastimes which produce immediate crude pleasure. In summary, the emphasis
upon material goods and standards in technical societies underlies an intellectual
expediency which seeks to enact life with as little thought as possible.
A further point must be made regarding the vo litionaL life of the urba n person.
The effect of modern depth psychology, as well as of the ·philosophical pragmatism
of our day, has been to deny or obscure the reality of the will in human actions.
Consequently, in both formal social thought and in the popular opinion of the urban
pu blic, the existence of the will is either denied or regarded as a highly tenuous, semifictional idea. The result is that the marketing practices, political appeals, and recreational cults of the great city play prinCipally upon emotional impulse and biological responses . "Impulse buyers, " " habitual voters," and "captive audiences"
have become the norm. In addition, the comforts and pleasures afforded by city life
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are hardly conducive to the training of the will. Asceticism, at any rate, is not a
working ideal, and a head-long pursuit of "higher standards of living" is encouraged
on every side. Technology is another real threat to the human will in the modern
world. Men have for ages come together under the influence of God, or their gods
as conceived by them, to conduct their community life. But in the modern city, men
come together under the influence of the machine, in subservience to machines, to
conduct the technical life which is intrinsic to the new urbanism.
Aside from these emotional, intellectual, and volitional difficulties, the individual
living in an urban area is confronted with an intense clash of value systems. Margaret
Mead has commented as follows upon this conflict of values:
American children are growing up in a culture where each generation's experience differs sharply from tbe one preceding it, and in which the experience
of the youngest child in a large family will be extraordinarily different from
that of the first born. So long standing and so rapid have been these processes
of change that expectations of change, and anxiety about change, have been
built into our character as a people. 20
The indiVidual, in order to resolve some of the conflicts presented to him, will often
make a unitary allegiance, not to confuSing social goals or systems, but to a thing,
a tangible process or machine. More serious, and perhaps more frequent, however,
is the surrender to indecision as a personal orientation. Judgment is suspended on
such important matters as God's existence, creation, death, or the meaning of SOCiety.
But as Berdyaev has written: "Where there is no God, there is no man." 21 And
when the meaning and essential character of the human person is lacking, a cultural
prerequisite for social organization is lacking and the city is weakened in its cultural
mission of serving man. In the words of Pope Pius XII: "It is as if everything has
conspired to make more difficult for men and Christians the preservation of their
personal dignity - nay, even to make it impossible." 22
Domestic life, that vastly influential foundation beneath the elaborate institutional
structure of every society, is perhaps more than any other social institution conSistently undermined, compromised and affiicted by conditions outside itself in an
urban environment. Urban conditions which drastically affect family life are congested
housing, the long absence of the head of the family from the home each day, the
employment of women in industry and commerce, and the development of social
services to substitute for some of the functions formerly performed in the home. As
economic units, most urban families are reduced to the role of consumers, and even
their consumption is carried out under circumscribed conditions. Consumer decisions
are increasingly directed by advertising and the corporation expedients which mass
production and distribution dictate. Even the control of urban savings and investments seldom rests with the contributing family; it belongs to corporate combines or
government agenCies which are not responsive to democratic control to the degree
which would permit broad participation in shaping policy.
The urban and suburban family ideal is a family which prides itself, first, on its
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internal egalitarianism, its quasi-hedonism, its child-pampering and its ability to
rove freely among a potpourri of familial arrangements without subscribing to any
but the most accidental standards. The intensive individualism propagated by city
life has reduced the family to a network of relationships devoted to the service of
individual happiness. Secondly, the traditional family goals of reproduction, education, mutual assistance and well-being have been replaced in too many cases by their
material counterparts - reproduction of material gadgets, education for economic
action, and the mutual exchange of goods and comforts. A vague humanitarianism
is a third influence shaping urban family life. While mitigating the more obvious
anti-domestic conditions in urban life, such as child labor, Widespread prostitution,
and parental cruelty, it has been incapable of grappling with the real sources of
family breakdown in urban areas. Juvenile delinquency, alcoholism, neuroticism,
and mental illness are the results of its failure. In our time it seems quixotic to recall the formula of Saint Thomas Aquinas that "the fact that a man forms part of a
family causes him to form part of a city, which is composed of many families," 23 for
the institutional framework of modern city life is no longer familial, but industrial,
commercial, and individualist.
The correction and restoration of urban life in America has world-wide implications.
If the Christian and democratic nations like the United States cannot control and
make SOcially wholesome the immense energies of industrial urbanism, then their
way of life will hardly gain the allegiance of those who are skeptical of, or opposed
to, both Christianity and democracy. The doctrine of the indwelling presence of Christ
in His members has a special relevance to the mass SOCiety and accelerating population of our times. We are living in the day of the physical unification of mankind
through technical and rapid communications. If this unification is not to be simply
a mechanical thing, it must be carried out in spiritual as well as physical terms. It
is through the presence of Christ that man's life is defended from the anonymity of
the neuter welter of technically-driven trivia and is bound to the lives of others by
sympathy and understanding. Moreover, by affirming the dignity of eternal life,
the beginning of which is the spiritual experience of man on earth, the position and
work of modern man can be placed in perspective. The human person would not be
so prone to rely upon himself for fulfillment, but would find himself enriched and
amplified in unity with the "becoming" of God's living Will. This gloriOUS doctrine
also prOVides a remedy for the false conceptions of society which seek to strengthen
some social groups by sacrificing the rights of others. The Soviets rebuilt Stalingrad
after World War II at a revolting price of forced labor and coercion; South Africa
is rebuilding Johannesburg according to plans based upon racist megalomania;
Latin American dictators build splendid office skyscrapers and hotels while hundreds
of thousands of people live wretchedly in tin-roofed hovels. Only by seeing the image
of God in man will we be able to refine a good city out of the machine world of our
century. Failure will lead to a sanitary serfdom such as George Orwell imagined for
1984.
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